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fe|feffwer. But because he 
such a voracious reader «n4 M 
studious observer, the clues'^ 
are aliThea*; 

First, there is Eisenhower 
the antt-Cofnmunist. Like 
Kennedy-Jabcson-NJxon, Ei- ■; 
senhower saw the confront* *5 
tion with communism both . 
apoploctlcaily and apoc*^ 
lyptically. Eisenhower’s NeW'-Jj 
Look defense policy, diplo- 
matically extended through * 
John Foster Dulles* brink* ?? 
manship. meant to deter the 
Soviets and the Chinese, -k | i ' 
least, from, big moves in the 
world by rattling the sword ;; 
of nuclear retaliation. Am \ 
Parmet meticulously re- v 
counts— without seeming to 
l»e impressed — Eisenhower** 
rhetorfr about the New - 
Look was seriously compro- 
mised by the old look of 
some of his crucial actions: 
when he landed Marines in 
Lebanon, for instance. 

vlso. when Eisenhower > 
supported the covert U.S. 
operation that overthrew 
the Guatemalan govern-' 
inent, lie was well into a 
world of old-fashioned, even 
if newly-equipped, coup and' 
counter -coup, terror andj*. 
invert warfare. That, as a 
matter of fact, is juat the 
way Eisenhower wanted to 


v book fnr you. It has whar. 
ESrcjm# to be 40 mi) Mon use- 
plill references to Eisenhower 

Sources, spiled up as the 

4fibimdation for what is al- 
' mo^t a/daily log of the Cen- 
prai-Prcsident’s years in the 
v , House, and the sev- 

eral irnmndiately before, as 
. hg haekecFand-filled about 
heeding what eventually he 
ft came foysee as his ho unden 
duty to- lead the nation. 

-V. ; It cfiCiertsf doz e n s of inter- 
raSvitwa. it y-obviousl y is \v ri t - 
• • ’ Mten by a man who has read 
hltnself bleary in his subject 
but. Who, at the end of it all, 
^ihtiply says that' to call Ei- 
senhower **a great or good 
.-hr even a weak President 
misses' the point. He was 
merely neressar.v ” 

Necessary for what? By 
mnlenting himself with ob-’ 
serving Eisenhower ruthcr 
than with trying to under- 
stand him, his friends, his 
particular role in the so- 
ciety. Herbert Purmet does 
not provide even a hint of 






